
 

 

A high-level monthly briefing on operations and activities at the U.S. Department of Energy’s Idaho National Laboratory 
Work at the lab advances the Department’s strategic priorities of energy security,  

nuclear security, scientific discovery and environmental responsibility. 
 

 
 Firefighters Prepared for Wildland Fire Season 
The INL Fire Department has completed its latest round of readiness reviews and lessons learned sessions based 
on previous years’ fires. This information is used to protect people, property and the environment at DOE's Idaho 
site from future wildland fires. Fire danger on the INL Site's 890 square miles of high desert land west of Idaho 
Falls is expected to increase as the grasses and sagebrush dry during the coming months. “As usual, much of our 
fire activity will be dependent on summer weather patterns, most notably our lightning experience,” said INL Fire 
Chief Eric Gosswiller. “On site, we have observed a pretty substantial carryover of fuels from last year. So as 
things dry out in July and August, we expect conditions that will support large fires.” 
   
 INL Fellow Cited for Record-setting Research 
David A. Petti, INL Fellow, has received the Special Achievement Award from the Materials Science & 
Technology Division of the American Nuclear Society. The Special Achievement Award is only given to those 
who make a singularly important contribution to the field of nuclear science. This is the first time it has been 
awarded since 2004. Petti was recognized for his leadership on the coated particle nuclear fuel project – a project 
that broke the world performance record for the specialized fuel form last fall. Not one fuel particle failed of the 
300,000 that were tested in INL’s Advanced Test Reactor. Research continues to determine how the particles will 
act under the extreme temperatures of accident conditions, and how they can be most efficiently manufactured. 

 Global Nuclear Security Efforts Recognized 
INL employees Igor Bolshinsky, Ken Allen, Mike Tyacke, Claudia Cloud and Bob Crowton were recently 
honored by Romania’s State Secretary for the National Commission for Nuclear Activities Control. Team 
members were recognized for their successful work in 2009 to remove all fresh and spent highly enriched 
uranium from the country. The INL team removed 118 pounds of fuel in support of the National Nuclear Security 
Administration’s Global Threat Reduction Initiative that works with foreign governments to identify, package, 
secure and transport nuclear fuel to a reprocessing facility in Russia. With the shipment completed, Romania 
became the first country to remove all its highly enriched uranium since President Obama outlined his 
commitment to secure all vulnerable nuclear material around the world within four years. 
 
 Lab Stages Technology Fair 
As part of an INL Technology Showcase and Information Fair on June 7, the city of Meridian, INL and the Center 
for Advanced Energy Studies highlighted a project to test a new technology developed by a Boise-based company 
to produce energy from the city’s wastewater treatment system. A group of nearly 100 local officials, university 
and government partners, entrepreneurs and potential investors also learned about INL’s technology licensing and 
economic development efforts and heard from INL researchers about technology deployment successes, 
bioenergy/biofuels research and the lab’s advanced vehicle testing activity. 

 
For more information, contact Lou Riepl at (208) 334-9574. 
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