
 

 

A high-level monthly briefing on operations and activities at the U.S. Department of Energy’s Idaho National Laboratory 
Work at the lab advances the Department’s strategic priorities of energy security,  

nuclear security, scientific discovery and environmental responsibility. 
 

 
 INL Supports State Energy Discussions 
The Idaho Strategic Energy Alliance (ISEA) Board of Directors and task force members recently met in Idaho 
Falls to discuss industrial energy efficiency in relation to Idaho’s economic future. INL hosted the group and 
provided briefings and tours of the laboratory’s energy programs and facilities. INL’s Steven Aumeier, appointed 
by Gov. C.L. “Butch” Otter in 2009 as chairman of the board, led the group’s discussions. The governor also 
attended the meeting and spoke to the group concerning the importance of having affordable, predictable base 
load power that officials can depend on when considering where to locate or expand businesses. The ISEA’s 
governing council is chaired by Paul Kjellander of the Idaho Office of Energy Resources, who also attended the 
meeting. Including Aumeier, about 10 INL employees fill roles in support of ISEA’s volunteer energy planning 
efforts. 
   
 Cool Roof Initiative Implemented at INL 
In an effort to slash summertime cooling costs, crews at INL have begun an ambitious effort to build new 
buildings and retrofit existing buildings with cool-roof technology. The light-colored or reflective roofs help 
reduce building temperatures and air-conditioning needs by reflecting, rather than absorbing, sunlight. Experts 
point out that a black roof gets roughly six times hotter in direct sunlight than a comparable white roof. So far, 
crews at INL have completed two cool roofs, and five more are due for completion by the end of September. In 
announcing the Department of Energy complexwide initiative, Secretary Steven Chu said, “By demonstrating the 
benefits of cool roofs on our facilities, the federal government can lead the nation toward more sustainable 
building practices, while reducing the federal carbon footprint and saving money for taxpayers.”    

 International Conference Comes to Idaho Falls 
The American Nuclear Society's 2010 Decommissioning, Decontamination & Reutilization (DD&R) and 
Technology Expo Conference kicked off at the Shilo Inn Convention Center in Idaho Falls Aug. 29. The event, 
held every two years, brings together students and professionals in the field from around the world to learn new 
and better ways of approaching complex problems. Technical sessions covered U.S. and international 
decommissioning projects, project infrastructure, waste management, site reutilization, environmental 
contamination measurements, spent fuel storage and other lessons learned. The two main organizers of this year’s 
conference are Idaho National Laboratory and CH2M-WG Idaho, LLC. 
 
 INL Recognized for Supporting the Guard 
In a brief ceremony at INL’s Central Facilities Area, representatives of the Army National Guard and the state of 
Idaho recently thanked the laboratory for strongly supporting INL employees who undertake military service. 
“We appreciate INL’s hard work. Thank you for supporting our soldiers that are also your employees,” said Army 
National Guard Capt. Doug Uphoff in presenting the award.  

 
For more information, contact Lou Riepl at (208) 334-9574. 
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