
commission argues Craig’s
defense had no connection
to his campaign for federal
office.

Craig counters that
money tied to his airport
bathroom trip was neither
for personal use or his cam-
paign, but falls under his
official, reimbursable
duties as senator because
he was traveling between
Idaho and the nation’s cap-
ital for work.

He cites a U.S. Senate
rule in which reimbursable
per diem expenses include
all charges for meals, lodg-
ing, hotel fans, cleaning,
pressing of clothing — and

bathrooms.
“Not only was the trip

itself constitutionally re-
quired, but Senate rules
sanction reimbursement
for any cost relating to a
senator’s use of a bath-
room while on official trav-
el,” wrote Andrew Herman,
Craig’s lawyer in Wash-
ington, D.C., in documents
filed Thursday.

In its complaint, the FEC
contends the three-term
U.S. senator’s campaign
account, Craig for U.S.
Senate, paid at least
$139,952 to the law firm
Sutherland, Asbill and
Brennan in Washington,
D.C., and $77,032 to Kelly
& Jacobson in Minnesota
for legal services related to
his guilty plea to disorderly
conduct.

An undercover officer
said Craig tapped his feet
and signaled under a stall
divider that he wanted sex.

Regulators who voted
unanimously in May to pur-
sue the complaint against
Craig after informal negoti-
ations failed are seeking
repayment of the money, as
well as fines of up to $6,500
from the former senator
and his treasurer, Kaye
O’Riordan.

Contacted Friday, FEC
spokeswoman Judith Ing-
ram cited pending litigation
and declined to comment
on the case.

Craig also didn’t return
a phone call Friday to his
lobbying firm, New West
Strategies.
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to be recharged,”
Johnson said. “It will run
for decades.”

A team of about 65
scientists and technicians
spent six years develop-
ing, building and testing
the power source. Six
years of weekends at
work, Christmas breaks
away from family and
pizzas delivered to the
site will soon pay off,
said Kelly Lively, who
supervised the project as
manger of the Radio
Isotopes Power Systems
Department.

“We give life to what
we’re sending for deep-
space exploration,”
Lively said. “That we had
a part in that, there’s a
tremendous amount of
satisfaction.”

The team also built
the power system on the
spacecraft heading to
Pluto as part of NASA’s
New Horizons mission.

The team and the
world will have to wait
until 2015 for New
Horizons to complete its
nine-year trek to Pluto.
That’s a long time for the
team to wait, Johnson
said.

Luckily, after
Curiosity launched in
November, the team
waited just nine months
to find out whether the
power system aboard the
rover will be up to the
task.

“It’s closer to instant
gratification,” Johnson
said.

The team handles the
radioactive materials in
an airtight chamber with
sealed gloves and robot-
like arms. 

Fuel cells in the ener-
gy source are 1 inch tall
and 1-inch diameter
cylinders. Each puts out
a mind-boggling 9,000 to
10,000 degrees of heat,
shift supervisor Dave
Hendricks said.

“It’s incredible to
know how much energy
you have, that you are
holding something that
costs so much money
that so many people are
relying on,” said
Hendricks, who worked
on both projects. “If it

fails, the whole thing
fails. To have that kind of
responsibility is over-
whelming, but it’s also
exciting.”

The moment of truth
for Curiosity and the
team comes Sunday
night.

Team members and
some of their family will
fill O’Callahan’s bar at
the Shilo Inn in Idaho
Falls, hopefully to cele-
brate. They’ll listen to an
audio stream of the land-
ing. The signal from
Mars will take 14 excru-
ciating minutes to reach
Earth.

According to NASA,
seven minutes will pass
as the capsule holding
Curiosity goes through a
complicated landing
sequence before setting
the rover down (see box

on Page A1). That makes
for another seven nerve-
wracking minutes before
the world finds out
whether Curiosity safely
touched down or
whether it exploded in
an expensive rubble pile.
NASA calls it the Seven
Minutes of Terror.

Lively said team mem-
bers will be on the edges
of their barstools, ready
to cut loose once word
arrives that Curiosity —
and their baby, the Multi-
Mission Radioisotope
Thermoelectric
Generator — are safe
and ready to get to work.

“It will be geeks gone
wild at that point,” Lively
said.

Zach Kyle can be
reached at 542-6746. 

MARS
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SOURCE: NASA AP

NASA Mars mission
The Curiosity rover is designed to travel Mars studying climate and geology. The rover is 
looking for signs of carbon, the building blocks of life. Some of the rover’s features:

Robotic arm

Used to examine and
manipulate soil and
rocks; it also has two
scientific instruments,
one uses X-rays to
determine materials’
composition and the
other is a magnifying
camera

Radiation detector

Measures radiation
from the sun,
supernovae and
other sources

Chemistry lab

Analyzes rock
and soil samples
for organics

Inside:

UHF antenna

Primary
transmission
antenna

Plutonium
power source

A nuclear battery
that converts heat
into electricity

Neutron
detector

Detects water in
rocks and soil

Laser

Burns small holes in
rocks and soil up to
23 feet away and
identifies chemical
elements

Color cameras

Stereo mastcams
on either side of the
rover’s mast take
color pictures and
movies in 3-D

Weather station

Records wind speed/
direction, air pressure,
humidity, temperature
and UV radiation

Mineral detector

Shines an X-ray beam at
a rock or soil sample to
identify types of minerals

Photo courtesy 
of NASA
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Even speakers
acknowledge the jargon
is sometimes jarring.

“It’s kind of our own
slang,” explained
Michael Watkins, mis-
sion manager of NASA’s
$2.5 billion Mars project
set to land Sunday
night. “It’s a shorthand
way to talk about these
very complicated sys-
tems.”

He added: “Even
folks from other mis-
sions have no idea what
we’re talking about.”

Let’s start with the
rover’s name. In the
halls of NASA’s Jet
Propulsion Laboratory,
it’s called MSL — short
for Mars Science
Laboratory. Spacecraft
typically have technical
names before being
rechristened by the pub-
lic through naming con-
tests sponsored by
NASA.

For example: the twin
rovers Spirit and
Opportunity that landed
in 2004 were known as
MER-A and MER-B for
the longest time (MER is
shorthand for Mars
Exploration Rover.)

MSL did not become
Curiosity until 2009,

when a sixth-grader from
Kansas proposed the
nickname. Still, there are
some hard-cores who
continue to use the sci-
entific moniker.

Curiosity is loaded
with the most sophisti-
cated instruments to
study Mars’ environment
— with convoluted
names to match.
“Mastcam” refers to the
pair of 2-megapixel color
cameras on the rover’s
“head.” “SAM” — short
for Sample Analysis at
Mars — is the mobile
chemistry lab designed
to sniff for carbon com-
pounds. “ChemCam”
stands for Chemistry
and Camera, otherwise
known as the rock-zap-
ping laser. And “RAD” ‚?
That’s the radiation
detector.

Before Curiosity can
start science experi-
ments, it must first sur-
vive an intense EDL —
entry, descent and land-
ing — or as NASA has
come to call it, seven
minutes of terror.

Signals are received
through the DSN, or
Deep Space Network, a
worldwide network of
antenna dishes that
communicates with
interplanetary space-
craft. Nominal means A-
OK. Not so for anomaly
(translation: Houston, we
have a problem).

LINGO
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■ The color: It’s called the red planet
because the landscape is stained rusty-
red by the iron-rich dust.

■ Quick weight loss: Its gravity is
only 38 percent that of Earth. So if you
weigh 150 pounds on Earth, you would
weigh 57 pounds on Mars.

■ Hot and cold: Mars’ temperatures
can range from 80 degrees at its equator

to -199 degrees at its poles.
■ The air is different: Mars’ atmos-

phere is mostly carbon dioxide with traces
of nitrogen and argon. Earth’s atmosphere
is a mixture of nitrogen, oxygen and other
gases.

■ Longer days: They last 40 minutes
longer than a day on Earth.

— Associated Press

Mars: 5 things you might not know
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directly from Trigon … so Beck wasn’t enti-
tled to any of the money,” Klein said.

Klein’s complaint alleged Yost made
three separate payments to Beck in 2007
using Trigon money funneled through
businesses entities Yost controlled.

“The payments made by Trigon to
(Beck) … were made by Trigon with actual
intent to hinder, delay or defraud its
investors,” the lawsuit said. “These
investors mostly consist of innocent
investors who gave money to Trigon and
Palmer believing the money was being
invested profitably on their behalf.”

But defense attorney Smith said that
wasn’t the case. The jury apparently
agreed.

Since Beck had loaned Yost $500,000,
Smith said Beck was entitled to the pay-
ments he received from Yost.

Ultimately, the jury decided Beck should
repay only $55,000 because that amount
wasn’t included in the original amount he
gave to Yost.

“Mr. Beck would have paid (Klein) the
($55,000) two years ago,” Smith said.
“(But) since Mr. Beck was cleared of fraud,
we believe the investors are not entitled to
it. We’re going to challenge (paying back

the $55,000) in court.”
Smith did not indicate when that might

happen.
During this week’s trial, Palmer testified

as a witness — via a video hookup — from
the federal prison in Duluth, Minn., where
he’s serving an eight-year prison sentence.

Under cross-examination by Smith, the
attorney said Palmer — “for the first time”
— cleared Yost of any wrongdoing. Palmer
testified, according to Smith, that Yost had
“no knowledge of — and did not engage in
— the Ponzi scheme.”

Smith went on to say that Palmer told
the court he went out of his way to keep
Yost in the dark because had Yost known
about the scam, Palmer said Yost would
have alerted authorities.

In 2011, Idaho won a $27 million judg-
ment against Yost in connection with
Palmer’s scam.

Investigators at the time said Yost
brought Trigon $27.3 million in investment
contracts or promissory notes that were
deposited with Palmer. Yost did not
respond to the lawsuit seeking the judg-
ment but previously told the Post Register
that Palmer had kept him in the dark about
the fraudulent nature of Trigon.

“The bottom line was Daren was the
only one who knew anything in this whole
thing,” Yost told the Post Register in May
2011.
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